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“Thursday’s account of the [Mozart] Concerto in C, K. 467 was a real pleasure. Between Cheng’s brilliant playing and the orchestra’s transparent textures there wasn’t much to complain of.” 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NACO's Romantic Revolution, pt. 2 

  

  

  

The second concert in the National Arts Centre Orchestra’s Romantic Revolution Festival took place Thursday evening in the NAC’s Southam Hall. The music presented was only partly romantic and hardly any of it was revolutionary, but the concert made for an enjoyable evening just the same. […] 

The CSO’s performances were nicely centred emotionally and technically so the unusual repertoire came across very well. 

When the orchestra took the stage Pinchas Zukerman led it in a performance of the Act III prelude from Verdi’s La Traviata. This prelude, when its offered as a concert piece at all, is usually coupled with the prelude to Act I, but it works not badly on its own. The divided string sound was especially nice. 

Next came Schubert’s Symphony no. 8 in B, the Unfinished Symphony. Why did Schubert not finish it? It’s one of his greatest works. But perhaps that’s the problem. He began sketching a third movement, but it didn’t approach the inspiration of the first two which, most people now agree, are sufficient unto themselves. 

The performance, while certainly pointed in the right direction, suffered from imperfect ensemble work. Still, there was a lot of beautiful playing, particularly by Principal Clarinetist, Kimball Sykes. 

The second half of the program began with Mozart’s concert aria Ch’io mi scordi di te. It featured Maestro Zukerman’s daughter, soprano Arianna Zukerman and pianist Angela Cheng. The young Zukerman’s voice and musicianship seem a little better each time we hear her. She’s not a major soprano yet, but she may well get there. 

Cheng and conductor Zukerman usually forge a good consensus when they perform together, especially in playing Mozart. Thursday’s account of the Concerto in C, K. 467 was a real pleasure. Between Cheng’s brilliant playing and the orchestra’s transparent textures there wasn’t much to complain of. 
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