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Cheng has a passion for piano

 

Angela Cheng is a world-class performer. From the moment she touched the keys of the grand piano on stage at the Conexus Arts Centre on Saturday, she created a beautiful and enveloping world in which the orchestra and the audience frolicked for the evening.

Cheng was playing Johannes Brahms' Piano Concerto no. 1 in D minor, op. 15, a work with which she has a long history, having performed the lovely and captivating work to international-award-winning acclaim.  (Saturday's concert, Ticklin' the Ivories, was part of the Regina Symphony Orchestra's Mosaic Masterworks concert series, and was conducted by Maestro Victor Sawa.)

Cheng's technique is smooth and brilliant, but the most significant factor may have been her passion for the music.  It appeared to flow through her with incredible intensity, even when she wasn't playing.

As usual, Cheng performed without score, the waves of joy, delight, peace and passion coming from within her, blending and interweaving with the many voices of the orchestra to fill the concert hall with rich, true beauty.

Cheng puts something of herself fully into each note she plays, and it seems a privilege to be permitted to spend time in the world emanating from her piano.  Everything else melted away as she became the music and brought everyone listening along for a fantastic ride.

Earlier on Saturday evening, prior to intermission, the orchestra performed two vastly different works, both by famous European composers.  First was Antonin Dvorak's "Legends, op. 59." The 19th-century Czech composer used dance forms and folk-like melodies of his native Bohemia to create the 10 small movements of "Legends," three of which the RSO performed… After "Legends," the musicians rearranged themselves on stage to perform "Music for Strings, Percussion and Celesta" by Hungarian composer Bela Bartok, considered one of the most significant of the 20th century […]
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