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SSO delivers good feelings
  

Who knew stew could be so romantic?
Victor Sawa, in introducing his first program as artistic director and conductor of the Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra, compared the lineup to the comfort food.  "We guarantee you will leave feeling better than when you came," he told the crowd Saturday at TCU Place.  "We'll get crazy later."

Indeed, there was nothing unfamiliar or unsettling in the three works that made up the first Master Series performance of the season, titled Feelin' Good. All was warm and rich and satisfying -- the classical music equivalent of a romantic comedy.  And Sawa's friendly and energetic presence -- as well as his track record of success with other symphonies -- is something audiences appear to enthusiastically appreciate.  "Wow" was the first word out of Sawa's mouth after he strode onto the stage. It may also have been the first word uttered by audience members after the lights went up on this evening of music.
Pianist Angela Cheng made a powerful return to the Saskatoon stage, as soloist for Brahms' Piano Concerto No. 1.  The Edmonton-raised Cheng exudes a regal, confident presence polished through appearances with almost every symphony in Canada and on stages around the world.  Elegant in a black gown, Cheng had glittering accessories on her neck, ears and in her hair. But the true shimmer of the performance came from her phenomenal technical skill and steely concentration at the keyboard.  Seeing her easily move up and down the keyboard during difficult passages is a thrill.
This Brahms concerto features regular interaction between the soloist and the orchestra. It is like eavesdropping on an intense discussion between passionate lovers. While Cheng displayed the focus necessary to meet the demands of speed and precision Brahms places on the soloist, she often turned toward the orchestra, acknowledging its side of the conversation. She seemed moved by their emotional play.
Any lover of classical music should not pass up a chance to see Cheng live. Unfortunately, the house at TCU Place was not quite full -- a disappointment considering the calibre of the soloist and the fact this was Sawa's first appearance in his new role.  […]
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“Cheng exudes a regal, confident presence polished through appearances with almost every symphony in Canada and on stages around the world…The true shimmer of the performance came from her phenomenal technical skill and steely concentration at the keyboard.  Seeing her easily move up and down the keyboard during difficult passages is a thrill…[Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1]. Any lover of classical music should not pass up a chance to see Cheng live.”



















