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A superlative season-ending concert
 
Windsor Symphony Orchestra showed a flair for the dramatic Saturday, saving its best performance for last. 
It was the culmination of the orchestra's 2008-09 concert season, and the featured works were two of the towering compositions of the romantic era — Edvard Grieg's Piano Concerto Op. 16, and Jean Sibelius's Symphony No. 2.

Angela Cheng, one of this country's premier pianists, returned after a decade's absence to perform the Grieg.  
The 49-year-old, Hong Kong-born Cheng is a founding member of Canada's influential Piano Six collective. Alongside her fellow Piano Six members — Janina Fialkowska, Marc-Andre Hamelin, Jon Kimura Parker, Angela Hewitt, and Andre Laplante — she has helped establish a Canadian standard for excellence on the international stage.

Part of the Piano Six agenda is to bring the highest level of musical talent to under-served parts of the country. Windsor isn't one of those, but its resources are certainly limited in being able to attract talent of this quality.

Cheng made a statement right from the opening notes on Saturday, bringing a light touch to the old warhorse Grieg concerto…

Cheng was able to…deliver an expressive performance of exquisite tone and balance. The opening movement's cadenza was especially admirable.  
The audience quickly rose to its feet at the end and gave Cheng a well-deserved and extended standing ovation. […]
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“Cheng made a statement right from the opening notes on Saturday, bringing a light touch to the old warhorse Grieg concerto… [She] was able to…deliver an expressive performance of exquisite tone and balance… The audience quickly rose to its feet at the end and gave Cheng a well-deserved and extended standing ovation.”



















